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If any pra does the 2 ll 76 God willingh, he Hall "_e 
7 ond roxy whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak 


a9 Joho vil, 27. 

1 a2 me, and keepeth my Commandments, ſball be 
loved of | my Father,” and I will love him, and will ma- 
nifeft myſelf io him. John xiv. 21. 

If thou" crieft after Knowledge, and lifteſt up thy Voice for 
Underflanding : if thou ſeekeft her as Silver, and ſearcheſt . 
for ber, as _ or hid Treaſures; then halt thou 2 : 
os the Fear of the Lord, and find. the Knowledge of 
Gad. For the. Lard giveth Vn, * li. * 2 
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employ'd his utmoſt Ability. And 
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the beſt Reaſon ; and at t the Main of it, was 
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:. 4 Revelation is expoſed: 10 Contempt, By 

n 0 brofe eſs . the rongeſ Attachmer t ap 
7 tue, when ber chief. Buſineſs 4s, lo. render 
M. en gead Men, good Subjects, true; Virtue 


ous, and pious; when ſhe, contains 1 the. meſt..ex- 
cellent Moral never before heard of, and en- 
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and bythe :ftrongeſt Reaſons; ben iber 
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de bl ne and heavenly Nature, as to 
mals every wie and good. Man admire them, 


«and wiſh they: were true.” This is a My- 
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* to ne, I can't comprehend. But there 
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Nu Domes, to "peruſe and fludy the Boot 
| te, i that cunaint - them,” with the ut. 
moſt” Inpartidlity- and Love 4 Truth, with- 
our Paſſion; and not to truſt merely the Books 
be Divider, neither 4 draw” from theſe 
" JF rhe tue gene ef the Doftrines.." 2dly, That 
e colmyoriiput "to "Reaſon, "not" to ret what 


; 1 d not yet "tnderfland, or, hereof” the 
g Growth are amine 460 me, by that very 
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- 4thly, The, I may juſtly hope. the Time 
05 A come, whey. the obſcure Thi 185 will be 
made clan; of which . there are many 
Iuſtances. 5thly, That. if there . are ſome 
Docrrines guite unintelligible , in themſelves, 8 
and T am at a Lyfs to cannect Jame 725 
with them, Reaſon learns me that 1 cant 
give my Aſent thereto; and what i over 
fewer for: Far God requires, 26. N than 
what 4 Man bas been gapable of; af 
ter be has done bis beſt  Endeavours. \ Thus 
tue Reaſon inſtrudts. every Man. But when 
1 fee Men; bo. pretend te grog Sens and 
Reejon,. and excellent Reafon tos, going quite 
anotben Way, and doing tht, contrary. g theſe 
Rates 4 Soould be inclinad *ðũ9 Alſtriſi t beir 
Keajen,, an i believe their Reaſon Nat to 
be true and genuine Reafohg.., and to: think 
that there muſt be other Motives than they 

5 ſs But 1 your not enquire _ * 
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The Nigiue Propidence, why/e Eyes gre newer 
aſleep, has. permitted. ſome Men to And up 
againſt her Gift the Rewdation, becauſe Joe 
ſaw that it was "OP 7 uſeful to her, in order 
5 K 40 


PRE, FAC, E. ix 
d guten and ali Joe able. Spirits to en- 
quite: deeper into ber Dattrines,\ and to ſbem 
 farth der, Saen, the Rxvellnoy, and Beauty 
of tbem ; which, no. Doubt, would, have, been 
intermitted; if there. were nat ariſen- fon 
Bodies who denied thoſe divine Marks and 
Stampa. The Books, therefore, written in Fa- 
our. of Infidelity, have done the "greateſt 
Servigs to Chriſtianity; ; 6s. T know tao, that 
nothing, is of more Uſe tm Truth than free 
Nebates « And um alſo ſure, that thereby not 
ng bey of ur Lord is pluct d aut, of bis, 
er his Father g Hand: For aur "bleſſed Lord 
and Sigur * ſays, That his Sheep ſhall ne- 
ver periſh, neither ſhall any. pluck them 
out of. bis Hand 3 and none ſhall be able 
to pluck them aut, of his Father's Hand. 
- The. Writings of the Deiſts db another Ser- 
vict, I/ n 10 Lear thereby Rules of Erle. 
Aallict Prudence: But, as this Subject would 
act be agrecabls to every Reader, I ſhall not 
> upon it; tho for my Fart, I muſt confeſs, 
that theſe ſewert Cenſors have. learned me 
many very uſe A Ya of ee Pru- 
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"other" i nile, 
r Pol" bel ht forth" 2 gin Weh, RES 
a1 A all "whith, aus the Editor , * 
are the "Rroligeſt Arguments age inſt And 
Neceſfity and Advantages" of a Dake n. 
Velation, ever yet übler! ie es 
Fed Foo, that no one «hah. hithert en 
te d to demonſtrate e Fallacy y , Ut 
Argurtients." T 919 glad + Enbte "the 
ſtrongst Arguments, Ind 10 ſee the moſt 
formidable Piece that ever yet appear d "As 
Kainſt the Uſefülnefs ef the Chri/tian\ Ras 
von, n ler, 70 employ: my Mind how to" at 


Furr it. W babe kndeu bur to anſader it, 


Aecbr dig to ty Ability, following the juſt Di: 
rection "of the Editor, by putting firſt the 
Atgument, an my Anſwet after; in ſuch a 
Mamer, as "Phat the whole E884v * ON NA 
TRA RT LTI o, or roseb +o Pr- 
vixs Rever aT10N,.7 7s reprinted.” Nothing 
3s this \cmcealed, and u Room is left for 
. thinking\" en 4 M Feprojeutation, and every 
Ttelligentr Realer will Four ſee on which 
8 Ide the Truth” bes lie; 5 "(ebo". at the ſame 
| Time, I am at a Loſs what to think of the 
Ingenuity, Modeſty, and Candor of thofe Wri- 

| er 


P R-E ACE. xi, 

tend Who, wirhgut tabing the. lea Noticerof 

bet if anſwered) to hein Objettiag,,or. fre- 

rending, ure, genfite ifi uſtill go on: in the al, 

He EN v Mod mona Hh 
J e Sneak 


e t to ave "med & een. PH 
Fallacy eng, ee of ths Meters dag. 
ments ; — when theſe are the ſtrongeſt 
againſt the Revelation, and yet will be found 
to be very weak, Chriſtianity has nothing 
more to fear. I have endeavour'd to write 
with the utmoſt . Inpartiality, Candor, and 
Love; and 1: don't remember to have ad- 
vanc'd in the following Sheets, one Word, 
that will juſtly we a ay. and reaſonable 
Adverſary * x Roa . 
Anſwers Dade 8 OS 
not extenſive, & - * 1 14 N ; 
beget a — Hd » 4 aſterly Piece. 
T ſubmit my Labour 7 Judgment of e- 
very candid, reaſonable, and difintereſted Man; 
and, if I have erred, as I am not infallible, 
every fair Adverſary, by ſetting me right, lays 
me under the firongeſt Obligations of Grati- 
1 and Reſpect, when tis my Buſineſi to con- 
vince myſelf fully of what I profeſs. 
1760 2 May 
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methinks, | unreafonable- to contempt the 
Mother, to deſpiſe and revile the Revelati- 
on, who has given ſuch a ſine Face to. Natural 
Religion. 'Tis my Rey to prove this Point. 
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I: fancy, that Who ill: Linkin 1 and 
withs Certainty, how far pure Reaſon reaches, 
without the Help! of 1 be ought' to 
conſider the Times of the Heatben W 
ſophers;* befots Chriſt's coming imo 
World, who had no Revelation ab all, and — 
ver heard of ſuch a one, not ever earned an 
Principles from thoſe who; were aderned 
her, This is, methipks,” the] ſureſt Way, to 
find out the Truth. If this, therefore; · is grant- 
ed, ad, I hope, no intelligent Man wil deny, 
pray let us once look into the Mritings of the 
Heathen Philoſopbers; of thoſe wꝛhq are the 
moſt learned and moſt:celebrated, in order. to 
find aut if th teaſon upon the ſame Foot with 
the modern Naturalifts ; if they have the fame 


Knowledge of Natural: Religion my Author 


and. others pretend to be received by pure Rea- 
ſon; I they have the ſame clear and, good Ideas 
of Gon; aud his Providence, ef Good 12 50 

and of) a future State after this, Life: If 
we meet with nthe fame: fine Principles and 


| Knowledge, I grant that pur? Reaſon. is, 
able of ſuch a Knowled ge: OG if, as I — 


we gon t meet with fuch a Knowledge i in the 
Writings of the'moſt inquilitive Men, at a Time 
- when Laune and Science kde, I hope 
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we will de {& reaſonable as to attribute the mo- 
dern Perfection of Natural Nen to beet 


Cauſe than enen ter loc e 
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we ah hers is nothing in the World without ſuf 
3510 Ground and we ont, there muſt! be a 
Reaſon why" the — Philoſophers could 
not aſend *o fach a Pitth of Kh⁰ edge, when 
a great many Phil exiſted in a pute and 
Wund Country, as efpecially Greece was and 
ſtill v is. Walk» ee Heal find-mo-other Reaſon 
but chat heir Underſtanding. was not helped 
by Revelat#9n.-: For after: Ci s = 
che Worlch and the Manifeftation' of the 
an Religion, we are able to find õut by Robſon 
225 ciples, which the Nevelatiun that en- 
hteneth but Underſtanding, gives the Hand 
ke an we had been, if "Revelation ws not 
come to us. And thus we are able to bring forth 
a fine and coherent 3 of Natural Refigion 
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Tbere were ſome Heathen | Philyphers: at 
i Time of'tie reChriffian; who were 
ſo well conviticed'of the$aperiority of the Doc- 
bee of Chit, that they ranged him among 


their greateſt Fame ab Tertullian, 


n en hon H 3 aut 19 "and 
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e 120 Heat, Gives, | : 
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Wyn u arr by 


under the preſent corrupt and 


Sem, of Morality were intermixed and 
many groſs Abſurdities, as 


any one can ſhew the Contrary, 


( 3.) 


and:«Aubin teſtiſyi The Moral 1Philafophe? 
dimſelf cannot deny my Obſfervation, whowhe'P 


Praha in this Manner: They who would 
judge uprightly of the — rid! human 
KReaſon in Matters of | Morality and Religion, 
State 
of Mankind, dught to take thleir Eſtimate 
from thoſe Parts of the World which fle- 
ver, had the Benefit of | Revelatibny and this; 
* pechiaps, might make them leſo conceitediof 
t themſelves; andi more thankful tu God fot 
4 er If che Relrgrou'i of 
Nature, under the avity and Cortup- 
tion of Mankind, '-was: written with ſuthcient 
* Strength and Clearneſs upon every Man's Heart, 
* why-might not a Gineſe, or an Inuian, draw 
up as good a Syſtem of Natural Religion, as a 
Cbriſtian? And Why have we never met 
with any ſuch? But let us take Confucius, 
*;:Zoroafter; Plata, Socrates, or the pou 
* Moral} that ever lived without the 
Revelation, and it will appear that their For 


:* blended with ſo much 8 tion, © and ſo 
e eluded and 
And when 
1 


* to retract what 1 have here ſaid In an- 


lefeated the main Deſign of 


other Place, wing his Definition of Cbri- 
fianity, he 1 ſays thus: I muſt take 
e, an b the Subſtance end doc 


9 Ann 
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( 6 ) 

Parts of it, to be a Revival off the Rilpon of 
Nature; in which theſe ſeveral Duties and 
Obligations of Morak HTruth' and Righteouſ- 
©: neſs dre amore: clearly ſtdted and explained, en- 
rc forcedibyn ſtronger Motives, and encouraged 
with the Prom iſes of more effectual Aids und 
97 efus Cbr il, the — 
dE than ever had been 2 by 
- ay other Prophecy) Moraliſt or Lawgiver in 
be great andi. pœeuliar Excel- 
— of Chriftianity-lies! in this? thattrit re- 
1 eternal, imm̃utable Rule ef Moral 
Rectitude, or the Religion of God and Matiire; 
{after ĩt had been darłned, confobmded and 
* ahhoſt loft arnidſt the grots-Tghorance; Idola- 
vu and Superſtitiou of Mankind in 

& <63\orgtls.4 "TRY Yo meer g ea qu 
nn en Ip 2 d VI ba / ud ese C 
dae enen ee een t vos dns 


Am a liacle e y this Point, by cm 
paring he! Principles 6 my: uthor with the 
Principles — 2 — Hentben Pbilo- 


before Chriſ : By Whõ will appear how 
2 — —— Ret on 
differs from that of: the Modern. That “ fbere 
1 Goug was dlmoſt vnſderſully granted; but 
iure . 6; — — 45 ono vthere 


575! 9723 


by e naked q riæ * tam ve, crepantes 
ED oa re ak oj bg e 
delunt, dauſum, id e, — phioiphis Jegriuriam; 
Prudenterque Academic | aFebhs inceriis aſſenſignem hi- 
buiſſe. In hac 8 lerigue Deos eſſe dixerunt,” dubitare 
fe Protagoras: Mullis efſe omnino Niageras, & Theodarus, Cy- 
reniacus putaverunt. Qui vero ofe *diveriuit\ tant ſunt in 
varietate ac diſſenſione conſtituti, ut eorum moleſtum fic di 
numerate ſententias. De Natura Deorum, L. 1. c. 1. 
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chere wa alle gie, ig 1 
ens, hd. denled it 5 land. . 
doubted-Kt itn That herb ieh d Und, avery 
few believed, and, perhaps, nanehus Nh den 
ſire to know but one e ſuffleten and ſtrong Ar- 
gument for the Onenc D God, by pure re Rea- 
ſon ; and why do we never meet with an 
5 ofthe ee 12285 

be Was" (rates of "all 1 3g] 
not in. But wen the ed: inch the iden 
of Godthimſelf, they. were at. a Ide their 
e thavik was ci 
werſianÞ! 18) rudenceg re Opin uni 
betauſe tidy knewinol 25 Opitnonzi am 
fo-many,: was chd truæſt 3p — 
could hot. find Where d. reſt dude 
tkeit Fool. Cicern . eie d W oy fg 
Philoſopher called: urin bein 
h/ the Prince Hie, Mat Gad —_— 
duet ant Day's: Dekberatiofl. ne ext 

* the Prince fired to hear the Anſwat 


*:the\Phitslopher irn o Days widkein » 
K et And when: h&@alwaynaſkel 
more and mote Days, ce Prince wdstufprizid 
*atiitp? and defired: gw the:Reaton theubs 
© of be- boni bt wPhiloſophen aifwared, 
* The more Tanqifire, the" more ale becomes 
© the Thing" to ey: Why were «thEſe wr) i. 
7 2. 164} * Id 1 io $55. 2; 10:24 Auster 
* Ae me, ys 75 qualis fit Deus, Dull utar Simg- 
cum dem qua et tyranms tes 
1 8 e num diem 3 1.88 > "4 7 2 | 
Kay quereret, 28 20 7 Ci wm. "5M 
2 derum, adm H 1 e 
a quants, 755 1 1 1 7 1 


oof curior. De Natura Deorum, IL. 
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Met \not Able ei che Truth by 
Wein Neclen, in the moſt. matctial Paints?,, Thet 
Cod geen the N, Hretudense was-þ. diſ- 
pute pu and can. TED! bas avid Wo: 


- 26. ee n if zo ud, n 018 
We nN vd S Ala 2053 101 30 an: 
IIe as. div 35548 I HI AV ON dw: hi 1 
cell wen: Mhen the Hen ben R FO 
davhtediat the Jaxiltcnce of God, at his Froui- 
dente, vchen they nit what Goll is hx 
willsbeyowarCtiip,: bow-will (they. bd Cd 
— 8 at ſo:be heir. Nux 
e Deity, ta pray to, and to praiſe 
"YE BuvoitliaC tht. Worchip, Braysra.ond 
— 2 and dvauaryia he,“ 
Rot the Wing of Gad. :od Have 
others; to quuge, WbDoar - agquainted w/Thighe 
Hiſtogjes a this HH a Countries ; * 00 
Rhe sleurnted Waben em binelined 46 think 
Ahe mioſt Tau ut enn, 1:16 e. mere 
— ad 389d * Ch end Water 
* nisÞ var &; 9 Pager 
—— 12 1 of of nigut Reaſon, 
nie E 5.0 Moral F intue at 
this:is gart L, my dafhir: is able tqiaffirm 
yu Reo fouls h few Hdeathens had the Gift 
g9:thutloet Ah Ohediente to Reaſoh exto 6 La- 
God That tis/ qur/Pury:40 2 abe fre- 
an Reaſon as Laws of God; that tis our 
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(9) 
Duty to obey the Precepts of Ræaſon as Lay: 
6 ut Gd by the our Duty ore. 
all our Heat and to take all Cate not to offend 
hin, and to love dur Neighbbur and our E- 
nemy ; that this is our Duty becauſe tis the 
Will of God : 1 never, or very ſeldom, met 
wich any ſuch good Reaſbnings in a Heatheritfh 
Book. Had nothing can truly be called Mo- 
ral! D but: robar ae 4 Tone 
19God: "17 147 DN 
55 Ls LO wu 7 VIII. 25 ts Sy Hit 
bar We are” 4 abet, Rewards. ES 9 
ments after this Life,' which includes ige Sur! 
Immortality," No. body among che Heathens 
equld firmly perſuade Himſelf of, and res- 
— bly believe. They would, but they .conld 
not. And why? Becauſe of 'the Fear "of the 
contrary they nevet could baniſh) out. I hb 
forth ſons remarkable Inſtances, to prove 
my Saying. Xenophon Þ records the laſt dying 
Words of Cy rus, Which are the following: 
Don't believe,” ſays Cyrus, my dear Sons, 
. 5-4hat-I ſhall become nothing era Lie 
5 the Souls" lived as lk as they we 


Ws) ( K p 
STE 19 . as; B bY 4 


7 Nolite achitrari, O mii charifaii may: Hl 
a yobis diſceſſero, nuſquam aut nullum ſore: nec enim, 


eram vobiſcum, animum meum videbatis, ſed e e 
in hoe corpore, ex iis rebus, quas gerebam, intelligebatis : 
updem igitur eſſe creditote, etiam ſi nullum — 
Ver vero clarorum, yirorum poſt. mortem honores per- 
manerent, ſi nihil earum ipſorum znimi efficerent, quo 
_dautius memoriam ſui teneremus, Mihi quidem a 
per ſuaderi potuit, animos, dum in cary 5 eſſent 
 Viyere cum exiſſent ex is, : NEC — 2 
"vx 3 e _ Aniaym 


() 
©" Never could perſuade myſelf of. Therefore, 
E te. Things. be 4 you. aught to wor- 
ip me as a God: But if -the Soul ſball b 
i brought to Nought, you ought: yet to keep 
; © pp our Remembrance. "Behold the Doubt 
„and che actusting Mind of the great Orus, 
1 when he had perſuaded himſelf & the . cons 
[ trary.! "Tis Pity to fee, in What Manner the 
great Cicero ſtren 8908 his Ability to perſuade 
himſelf of the Immortality of the Soul, and 
brings together the Opinions of the greateſt 
Philoſophers: to his Purpoſe; ; but he can't 
come to am Certainty. When he flatters 
himſelf to be ſure of a. future State of Hap- 
pineſs, he finds, himſelf quickly troubled. by 
tlie Fear of the contrary, which overwhelms 
all his Perſuaſions. Let us hear himſelf: *:*.1f 


ö * I» err, "OI 1855 in LT f. that I belive 
[ | 2 C13 © $157 A 11777 * the 


animum elle PEN cum ex infiient corpore eva- 
ſiſfet ; fed cum omni. admiſtione corpotis liberatus, purus 
-& i integer elje:ortvifſet, tum eſſe ſapientem. Dormien- 
tium animi maxime declarant divinitatem ſuam: multa 
enim, cum remifli & liberi ſunt, futura proſpiciunt, ex 
quo intelligitur, quales futuri ſint, cum ſe plane corporis 
vinculis relaxarint, Quare i bæc ita unt, ſic me coli- 
tote ut Deum: fn interiturus und oft animus cum” torpore, 
yoo tamen — memoriam noſtri Pie eee ſervabitis, 
leere de Senekfure, c. 22. an mT 
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=_ uod | in hic $42 quod abimos ſbophiuden Immor- 
- Wes eſſe credam, oftbettter + erro; nec mihi hunc errotem, 
1 delector, dum Liyo, extorqueri volo. Sin mortuus ni- 
Intiam, don verevr, ne hunc errorem meum philolb- 
. mortui 2 5 Quod i non funnts' immortales fi 
tamen extingui hominem ſuo tempore, optabile eſt 
Dx Senectute, c. 23. 


= 4. 
che Immortality of the Soul, I err with De- 
* ht; and I will not permit any- body to 
fob me of this delightful Error —If we are 
4 oo immortal,” yet tis good for a Man to 

The greateſt Philoſopher among the 
— ſo much boaſted of, Socrates, was 
himſelf doubting of a future state of Hap- 
pineſs; as tis to be ſeen by his laſt dying 
Words, which are theſe : . I have, fayshe 
before his Judges, great Hope that it will 
be very good for me that I die: For one of 
© theſe two mult be true; either Death ex- 
* tinguiſhes all Senſes, or I come to another 
Place after Death; therefore, either all my 
c Senſes and A die, and Death 


4) 4 1 me 1 — bond widi avenire, 3 mit · 
tar ad mortem; neceſle eſt enim ſit alterum de duobus, ut 
aut ſenſus omnino mers omnes auferat, aut in alium 
quendam locum ex his locis morte migretur. Quamobrem 
ſive ſenſus extinguitur, morſque ei ſomno ſunilis eſt, qui 
nonnunquam, etiam ſine viſis ſomniorum, placatiſſimam 
quietem affert: Dit boni, quid lucri eſt emori ? aut quam 
multi dies reperiri poſſunt, qui tali nocti anteponantur, cui 
ſimilis futura eſt perpetuitas omnis conſcquentis temporis ? 
Quis me beatior ? Sin vera ſunt, qua: diguntur, migratio- 
nem eſſe mortem in eas oras, quas, qui e vita exceſſe- 
runt, incolunt: jd multò beatius eſt, te cum ab iis, qui 
ſe judicum numeto haberi volunt, evaſeris, ad cos venire, 
qui vere judices appellantur; Minoem, Rbadamantum, - 
acuin,-+ convenireque eos, qui juſte & cum boi vixerint. 
Hee. peregrinatio vobis mediocris videri.. poteſt ? vero 
oolloqui . Orpheo, "Maſzo, Homero, Hleſiodo liceat, 
quanti tandem zſtimatis'? ' Equidem' ſtepe mori; ſi fieri 
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(12) 

© is like to that Sleep, which, tho withqut Vi- 
„ fions, brings the moſt agreeable Eaſe to Men: 
c How great a Profit then is it to die] or how 
many Days are to be preferred to ſuch. along 
Night! Who is happier! tban-I ? Or, if that 
GSaying be true, that Death is a Wan: 
* gering into ſuch Places which: are the Dwel- 
q * lings of departed Men; tis much better to die, 
in order to come to thoſe Judges, who haye 

U "been the beſt! Judges, Minos; 'Rhadamantin; 
——/and to ſeg them who liyed a good, Life: 

. On you think flight: of ſuch a Wandering, 
* when I can ſpeak with Orpheus, Homer, He- 
od g But "tis time to depart, for me to die; 
* and for you to continue. in Lift Which of theſe 
tuo is better, the immortal Gods know : for 


. * Theheve no Man knows it. I deſire now any 


intelligent Man to give me a Reaſon why theſe 
great and inquiſitive Men could not come to 
a Certainty of the Soul's s, Immortality, when | 
they endeavoured to the utmoſt to come to it, 
Wh they had good natural*Abilities, and im- 
proved them by excellent Learning? Why did 
they not learn my Author's:Argument. — the 
Immortality of the Soul, by admitting Provj- 
dence ? Surely there was no Mean 't6f learn it. 
And why? Their Rea/on. was not helped by 
Revelation :. They had not learned. by a Reve- 
lation convineing Arguments for a divine pe- 
cial Proyidence ; and therefore, they cold not 
infer hence. But when it has, Pleaſed” the moſt 
gracious God to bleſs us with his Rewelatacy, 
War we dk are ture! of a divine Providenoe, 
D and 
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and of the Ioamortality of the Soul, and of, a 
future State of Happineſs; is it not the moſt 
unreaſonable Doing, and the moſt, horrid. In- 
gratitude, never to be pardon'd, that Men who 
pretend to Reaſon, and good Roan ore 
{ans hen the Region 
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From all theſe is to be ſeen how 4oubtfal 
and fluctuating the Heathen Philofophers were 
in the moſt material Points of Religion, at a 
Time when Learning and Science was in a 
flouriſhing State, and enſon had fair Play, 
and Politeneſs prevuiſd. They © had "Reaſon, 
and yet they remained in Doubt and Darkneſs. 
And the World was like to go on in an eternal 
Round of Wranglings and Dijpirtes about the 
Prime Principle: * Religion, unleſs God ſpould 
ſend one from above to teuch and inſtruct Men in 
them. Thus I reaſons a pure Heathen, and a great 
Man too, Plato. I ſhall grant that one or two 
arhohg the  Heathens,” tho” I don't” remember 
one, had the ſame Princip les my Author and 
others pretend to de Ton eel by pure Reaſon, 
Which they muſt have learned by great natural 
Abilities, and by along and” induſtrious En- 
qu ry: But Phat Are thele1 in Carhpariſon with 


* the 
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i Apud Woolften's Exaf? Fitneſs of the Time in which 
150 was manifeſted in the Fleſh, p. 5 very ingenious 

Performance, tho?” G0 different fm the the” wd 5 ori- 
« Nary* Way of, thinking. 5 NN 


414 


(4) 
the reſt of the World, which was buried in 
the groſſeſt ' Darkneſs ? What are | theſe 'few 
Men in regard of a great many other Philoſo- 
phers who wanted ſuch excellent Abilities, 
and who werte not able to perſuade themſelves 
of the Truth of the right and true Prineiples 
of Reaſon my Author has, for want of con- 
vincing Arguments ? --; ; 


Ls 
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As to the ſeventh, Principle my Autbor 


aue og bt to repent, and truſt in Gods Mercy 


ings. There is a remarkable Paſſage in Seneca, 


LS EET. 


- 


ten in his Heart. % 6 
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I now fallow. my Author, who, after hay- 


ing laid down the above- mentioned chi Heu 
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(as ) 
of Natural. r — to this ahr. 
ment: NW e mes 
That Rule ankichyia neceſſaty to — 


Happineſs, babe to bb made generally known 
to al Men. „ en: rr 


But no Rules af Revealed dale 2 
< Was, or cver ond Aber made known to all 


Meg init ed e Ae 
36H There ſore no Remaled Religion i is neveſ 
f — to oùr future Happiness. 


The Major is thus proved: wv 
„Our . Happineſs de wire 


8 — endeavouring to fulfil the known 
8 * Wall of God. But that Ruleirinhich-is not 


„generally known, cannot be the Rule of our 
0 © Happine6. 18 spd 31 es tot} Muds airs 
Nom the Minors is! Matter of Fact, and 
g * uncontrovertible, That no Religion | 
natural has been convey'd to all the World; 
* witneſs the large Continent of America, not 
* diſcovered till, within - theſe: two. hundred 
Vears, where if there was any revealed Re- 
© ligion;; at 1 it 5 not the e A 
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.To * = Weakneſs of this Way. of * 
ing, ] beg Leave to form this Argument: 
'T [bot Rule which is neceſſary to cur future 


Happineſs ought; 0 be Semen OUR: made un 
40 all Men. 


But no Rule, of fach 2 Natural Relig gion, as 
"my. Author has given the chief Heads ' ever 
W4s made known to all Men. 
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(26) 
Therefore go ſuch Natural Religion in ecgſ. 
fary t to future Happineſs. „tet 
Due Maar is granted, by the Author. 
* — the Minor is Matter of Fact am un 
controvertible; witneſs the large Continent uf 
America, Hafid all-the Heathen Countries *, 
iubarr of there ma any Religion, at leafs iat 
nor the Author's Natural Religion. Ergo. 
I faricycthe Author: was not willing töl grant 
this Inference. His Argument therefore, drawn 
from the Partivulanityz:of- Revelation? T ſerves 
alſo, and better too, againſt bis Natural Reli- 
gion ;. andz * — much; and 
1100 0 20 nir 


therebeaatubi 8 361 
—— — has adden in the Minor; Or 


ever could, But as he has, and can gt, at- 
dempted toi prove 1,1 have mo Reaſon! te tarry 
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Anh f it be Gbjected to the hole: Wh 
© the Ways of *Gotf's dealing with the” Hea- 
**<"thens as to eternal Mercy, are unknown to 
© any, and that he will: judge them by the 
Law of Nature; or (in other Terms) the 
2 Natutal Region or Morality ; we 
uin, that either thoſe Laws ef Natu- 

wy Ky oo gion are ſufficient,” if kept, to Happi- 
_ © neſs ; or that they who cou could' e 
_ © are out of a Poſſibility of a future State of 
24 Bleffedneſs ; becauſe they Could not praply 
wier Libivs they knew er And e 
er iNN 7 8, 


* See § 2. till 10. 


(17, ) 

+ this, they deny God's infinite Goodneſs which 
e for 1 his Creatures the 
* attaining that Happineſs whereof their Nas 

©*tarts' are capable. 2 if they urge that 

Natural Religion is ſufficient, but not poſſible 

th be lived up to, the fame Anſwer falls 

more heavy upon them ; That then there is 
go viſible Means left for the greater Part of 
© Mankind to be happy: And to do out Duty 

« accortling to what we are able, is but a cold 

© Comfort, if we have no Aſſurance or Hope 

<at- & in the” Means we e laid before 


* 


: Sram 3 xv. 
by 1 Infor; No eaotrable as ks Man 
will pretend to judge, much leſs to condemn, 
thoſe Nations which "God has not yet boa 

caſed"to bleſs with' his Revelation; but 

eave them to the right and merciful judgment 
of God, who" requires no more but what 4 
Man has been able to do; as he is not able to 
'a Man at all, becabiſe 'tis unknown to 
how far the other Man's Unde 
wang or can reach; l the Prin 
cipſes of the excellent Biſhop mnchefter. © 
As to the Farticularity E. Rona, the 
Deift always inſiſt upon, thinking it to be a 
hty Objection againſt the Revelation, 1 
ſhall make ſome few 9 Wan wal fa 
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Memotials See infra. J xix. And. "IDA and 
Jacitus teſtify, that there had been an old and 
tanflant Saying in all the Orient, that the Jews 
at that Time would become powerful: fo that 
it was known in all the Orient, e 
0 remarkable Perſon coming. 8 
As to Chriſtianity, it 64-4 been propa 

e all the World. And W int 
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<[generally, or the Force of the firſt Argu- 
« ment holds good ; namely, that it is not 
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hap hereafter, where the Means of 
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En ow he Reaſon, why all Mankind, in all 


Ses, in all the Worl d, has heel 2n Ex- 


piation. was jieceſſary ; why all 110 75 in tHis 
Point, that a Sacrifice was neceſſa appeaſe 


the Deity * How did it come to = NOLA 
a ſtrange Opinion, as that the Immolation 1 


an innocent Beaſt was nereſſary to become 
reconciled with the Deity, became 1 


een theſe. two Ideas! 1 believe, 
Chance, when Chance is not to be mer 
Witli 15 the Whole World.” Chance 181 


an inquiſitive Mind. But whit is/ now. the 
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*other, but that the Heathens in . this 
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